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contributed to Lcpra, Bibliotheca Internationalis
(vol. iii., 1903, p. 143). Long before that, a writer
in Rees’s Cyclopaedia (1819) (article on Leprosy)
had referred’to the mistranslation from the works
of Matthew Paris, who really stated that the

hospitalers possessed 19,000 manors. I found
the following reference in Matthaei Parisiensis

Opera: "Habent insuper Templarii in Christiani-
tate novem millia maneriorum, Hospitalarii vero
novem decim, prseter emolumenta et varios prou-
ventus ex fraternitatibus et praedicationibus
provenientes, et per privilegia sua accrescentea 

"

(Paris, MDCXLIV., p. 417, vol. i.).
Professor Ehlers of Copenhagen suggested in a

footnote to my article in Lepra that the lazar-
houses may not have been greatly inferior in
number, to the manors belonging to the Knights
of St. Lazarus (Hospitalarii), and that attached to
nearly all their manors there was a lazar-house,
great or small. This is open to some doubt, for he
goes on to say that in the reign of St. Louis there
were 1502 lazar-houses in France.2 As to the number
of lepers, as I have pointed out in my Quarterly
Review article, it is probable that many individuals
with extensive and disfiguring cutaneous diseases
such as bad cases of psoriasis, syphilis, mycosis
fungoides, and so forth, made worse confounded
by such conditions as scabies and pediculosis,
found their way into the lazar-houses. Howbeit,
Matthew Paris mentioned 19,000 manors and not
19,000 leper-houses.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
GEORGE PERNET, M.D. Paris.

London ,’W., Oct. 13th, 1915.

NECROSIS OF HALF A PATELLA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-With reference to a note upon a case of
necrosis of the anterior half of a patella, published
in THE LANCET of August 14th, I should like to say
that many years ago I had a somewhat similar case
under my care. The patient was a delicate boy,
9 years of age. He had been kneeling in snow-
slush, and the skin for a radius of three inches
round the patella sloughed, and later the anterior
half of the patella and corresponding portion of
the quadriceps extensor tendon necrosed.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
A. BOWES ELLIOTT, F.R.C.S. Eng.

Abergele, Oct. 15the,1915.

A PROPHYLACTIC INTERDENTAL SPLINT.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In the report you give in your issue of
Oct. 16th of the Exhibition of Fracture Apparatus at
the Royal Society of Medicine reference is made to
the methods for treating fractured jaws, shown by
Lieutenant A. C. Van Valadier. It is stated that
"one splint he called the prophylactic interdental
splint," and I think the readers of your report
would naturally assume that it was the conception
of Lieutenant Valadier. In justice to British dental
surgeons, it should be stated that the type of splint
shown was suggested several years ago by Mr. Lewin
Payne and is usually known as Payne’s cradle splint.
The methods shown by Lieutenant Valadier are no

2 Caban&egrave;s: La L&egrave;pre et les L&eacute;preux en France, Jour. des Mal.
Cut., &c, 1892, p. 6C0.

3 See also the present writer’s article on Syphilis in the Quarterly
Review, July, 1914.

different from those adopted by dental surgeons in
this country when called upon to treat these cases.
There is, however, one exception-no modern trained
dental surgeon would descend to transplanting a
septic tooth into the jaw of another individual.
There seems to be an idea in some circles that
Lieutenant Valadier’s work is different from that of
other dental practitioners-this is not so ; and it is,
I think, a slight on the dental profession in this
country that the authorities should not have

employed more extensively the dental surgeons
attached to our teaching institutions. Many of these
men have had considerable experience of these cases
in civilian practice and are quite capable of deal-
ing with them. Wounded soldiers are lying in
our hospitals with seriously injured jaws, and are
doomed to life-long deformities, simply because the
authorities refuse to call to their aid the services of
skilled dental practitioners.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Oct. 18th, 1915. DENS.

THE BELGIAN DOCTORS’ AND
PHARMACISTS’ RELIEF FUND.

THE WEEK’S SUBSCRIPTIONS.

THE subscriptions to the Belgian Doctors’ and
Pharmacists’ Relief Fund received during the week
have been as follows :-

Subscriptions to the Fund should be sent to the
treasurer of the Fund, Dr. H. A. Des Voeux, at
14, Buckingham-gate, London, S.W., and should
be made payable to the Belgian Doctors’
and Pharmacists’ Relief Fund, crossed Lloyds
Bank, Ltd.

THE APPEAL FOR SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS.

The Master of the Society of Apothecaries
acknowledges the receipt of surgical instruments
kindly contributed by the following donors :-
Lady Georgina Home Drummond, per Dr. R. Dods Brown

(second donation), Perth ; Mr. W. A. S. Royds, Sidcup ; Dr.
Watson Williams, Clifton, Bristol; Dr. N. N. Parakh,
Rangoon ; Anonymous, Weymouth.

Surgical instruments should be sent to the
Society of Apothecaries of London, Blackfriars,
London, E.C.

WELSH NATIONAL MEDICAL SCHOOL.-At a

meeting of the board of management of the King Edward VII.
Hospital, Cardiff, held on Oct. 13th, a letter from the

Treasury was read deprecating the immediate completion of
the building scheme for a Welsh National Medical School,
rendered possible by the munificence of Sir W. J. Thomas,
in view of the position created by the war, and proposing
the appointment of a Royal Commission to deal with the
whole question. The board thereupon passed resolutions

accepting the decision at which the Government might
arrive, based on the findings of the proposed Commission,
hoping that the proceedings of the Commission might be
expedited. and that permission might meanwhile be given to
the donor to complete the building scheme if no workmen
eligible for war service were employed thereon.


